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Superintendent Letter

Welcome, everyone, to the new school year! I am privileged to be the new superintendent of the Kahlotus School District. I joined
our learning community in mid-July, and I can’t tell you how happy I am to be able to live, work and learn alongside our students,
staff, and teachers.
I don’t need to tell you that last year was not easy for families, kids, and school staff. The pandemic has made learning conditions
challenging for everyone. However, from my first conversation with our school board, I have come to understand how hard the
Kahlotus community has worked to keep our kids and teachers safe AND in school. I am proud to be part of a community that
believes in our kids, families, and teachers, and that wants our children to experience the best learning possible. My hope for us this
year is to create together a school year where learning is rich, safe, purposeful, and full of joy!
Introductions
New Staff:
We have new staff members this year! If you haven’t already, I hope you get a chance to meet Sarah Spiller (our new administrative
assistant), Kaitlynn Davis (Ag Mechanics, Horticulture, Shop, Ag Business, FFA, etc. teacher), and Lauren Anderson (who will be
job-sharing with Mrs. Van Hollebeke). In addition, Connie Smith will be our new Business Manager and Connie Jennings will be
our new Preschool teacher. We are lucky to have hired such committed new staff members.
A little about me.. As an educator, I have been blessed to serve kids, teachers, staff, and families for roughly 37 years, and I hope
to continue to do so for years to come. No one could ever accuse me of looking young, but I certainly feel young--and I’m sure that
learning keeps people young at heart.
I’ve been a teacher, staff developer, school superintendent, and assistant superintendent. I’ve worked in lots of places, including
Washington, Nebraska, Atlanta, Montana, and Idaho. If someone were to ask me what I love most about education, I would answer-without needing to think--that my greatest love is to learn alongside kids, teachers, families, and leaders.
I grew up in a small town in Wyoming, and most of my university experience was at Gonzaga, where I received a doctorate over 15
years ago. (BTW, may I be allowed to be part Cougar fan and part Zag fan?)
My husband Paul and I have a large blended family of eight children (two sets of twins). Our oldest children are in their thirties, and
our youngest son, who is sixteen, just got his driving license. I am certain that helping anyone in the family learn to drive is not
something I’ll ever be good at.
I liked to be called Kate. Just Kate--by staff, kids, families, and community members.
What I’m Learning in the First Few Weeks of School
Our kids know each other very well, and this closeness feels a lot like family--both the tough parts of family and the joys of
being family.
If I sit on the bouncy ball with the second and third graders, I do not pop it (at least not yet), but if I do, I have young friends
who promise to help me off the ground.
One high schooler, in particular, would be an excellent person to help me redesign the interior of my home (She knows who she
is.)
We had four high school girls who tried out for volleyball--along with almost 50 other girls--and EVERY SINGLE ONE OF
THEM made the team. Our volleyball players are dedicated and FUN to watch!
Farm combines are incredibly complicated machines, and one of the most practical pieces of advice I received about them was
to NOT touch anything that looks like a knife (shared by a wise kindergartener.)
A couple of our trustees are pretty darn good kickball players, but some of our high school students are GREAT kickball
players.
Our elementary students have some of the best manners I have ever witnessed in classrooms.
Our Kahlotus teachers and staff are compassionate, welcoming, deeply caring about our kids, and enthusiastic about growing
and learning together.
Some of the best conversations with kids happen on the school bus.
When Mr. Bitzer is chosen to be on a soccer team during high school PE, I am not sure he remains a completely fair
referee...The jury is out on that.

National Suicide
Prevention Month

September is National Suicide Prevention Month. If you or someone you
know have thoughts of Suicide or Self Harm please tell a trusted adult
or contact the Suicide Prevention Line at 1-800-273-TALK (8255). Suicide
is the 10th leading cause of death in the United States. In 2019, there
was an estimated 1.38M suicide attempts. On average there are at least
130 suicides per day. 130 innocent souls that lost their battle. Together
we can help others out and even the smallest act of kindness a day, can
save someone's life.

Suicide Prevention Hotline- 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
Sexual Assault- 1-800-656-4673
Dating Abuse or Domestic Violence- 1-866-331-9474
Eating Disorder- 1-800-931-2237
Self-Harm- 1-800-366-8288

Athletics
This fall we have four girls playing volleyball

in Connell. Melody Stanaway and Katelyn
Williams are on the Junior Varsity team while
Haily Douglass and Dulce Sanchez are on the
"C" team. Both teams had their first game on
Tuesday September 7 and our girls played
very well. Unfortunately both teams lost in
well fought matches against Wapato.

Upcoming Events
Picture Day 20
Board Meeting 21 @7 PM
Home
Volleyball
Games
Tuesday Sep 21 @5:30 PM
Tuesday Sep 28 @5:30 PM

Meet and Greet 29

Staff Of The Month
We Welcome Your Our Newest Teacher At
Kahlotus School, Kaitlynn Davis,(Ms.Davis)

Question: What inspired/encouraged
you to teach agricultural classes?
When I was in high school I took FFA and AG classes and I really enjoyed
them so I continued to do what I like and encourage my students to have the
experience I did.

Question: What are you hoping to do or learn this year?

I'm hoping that we can participate in FFA activities and to learn a lot
from my students. Overall, just to have a good time.

Question: What are three words that you would use to
describe yourself?

Awesome, calm, and organized.
Question: What’s your favorite activity or thing to do?
I like to go outside and hang out on the farm.
Question: What was your first job ever?
Driving a wheat truck.

Student Of The Month

We Would like to Welcome One Of Our Newest Students To Kahlotus
Elementary School!!

Sebastian Rivers

Q1: What was your favorite thing you did this summer?
A1: My favorite thing this summer was going camping at windust. We
had barbecues and played on the playground and I saw fish.

Q2: What's your favorite subject in school?
A2: My favorite subject in school so far is Art, because I like
doing crafts.

Q3:What do you like to do in your free time?

A3:

Q4:
A4:
Q5:

In my free time I like running around with my brother.
What's your favorite food?
My favorite food is hot dogs with honey mustard, it’s my
family’s favorite.
What are you looking forward to this school year?

A5: I'm looking forward to doing art crafts and playing with
clay.

Recipe of the Month:
Simple Soufflé

Ingredients Required:

2 Tablespoons of butter
2 Tablespoons of all-purpose flour
1/2 Teaspoon of salt
A pinch of pepper
3/4 cup of 1% milk
4 egg yolks
2 egg whites
1/4 teaspoon of cream of tartar

Instructions:

Tips:

Never add eggs to a hot sauce all at
once because they may begin to
coagulate too rapidly and form lumps
It’s easier to separate the egg whites
from the yolk if the egg is cold
If you’re still having trouble separating
the eggs you can use a small funnel and
the egg white will fall through the
bottom while the yolk stays in the funnel

1. Preheat oven to 375° F
2. Melt butter in a saucepan over low heat, stir in flour, salt, and pepper. Stir constantly
until the mixture is smooth and bubbly. Stir in milk all at once and continue stirring
until the mixture boils and is smooth and thickened
3. Separate eggs and beat yolks well, add ¼ cup of warm sauce mixture to the egg yolks
4. Combine yolk mixture with the remainder of the sauce, blending the two thoroughly.
Here is where you would add any extra ingredients you would want in your souffle. Set
sauce aside to cool slightly.
5. Beat egg whites and cream of tartar in a large mixing bowl until stiff but not dry. Fold
some of the egg whites into the sauce to make it lighter, then gently but thoroughly
fold the sauce into the rest of the egg whites
6. Carefully pour 4 cups in the ramekin or casserole dish
Bake in preheated oven at 375° F until puffed and lightly browned, 20-25 minutes or until
done

Labor Day
Labor Day is a holiday that I’m sure most of you are familiar with. It’s observed
the first Monday of September. As far as the history behind federal holidays go,
it’s pretty cool. Before it was federally recognized as a holiday, labor activists
pushed for it to be recognized by various states, with Oregon being the first to
officially recognize it on February 27th, 1887. Four more states also passed laws
for Labor Day during 1887, those being Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
and New York. In the following three years Connecticut, Nebraska, and
Pennsylvania also passed laws making it a holiday. By 1894 another 23 states
had passed laws making it a holiday, and on June 28, 1884 Congress passed an
act that made the first Monday of September a holiday. While we’re still not
100% sure who came up with this holiday, it has been narrowed down to two
people: Peter McGuire and Matthew Maguire. McGuire suggested setting aside
a day for a "general holiday for the laboring classes" to honor those "who from
rude nature have delved and carved all the grandeur we behold." There’s also
evidence to support Maguire being the one to have created Labor Day. After
President Cleveland signed the law for Labor Day, the Paterson Morning Call
said "the souvenir pen should go to Alderman Matthew Maguire of this city,
who is the undisputed author of Labor Day as a holiday."

C

Art Club
Art Club will be starting September 14th. As of now
the schedule will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays but is
subject to change if students are not available to meet
on those days. I will keep you posted. We plan on
doing more fundraisers to help us with our goal of
going to Seattle in the spring. We plan to decorate the
hallway again this year for various occasions and I look
forward to seeing where this year's talented Kahlotus
art students will take us with their creative minds.

FFA

This month in FFA students will have the opportunity to join
our FFA chapter. Throughout the month we will also be having
chapter officer interviews. If students are interested in being
an officer they should talk to Ms. Davis.
We are also starting to plan our Supervised Agricultural
Experience (SAE) projects. These projects can include livestock
animals, woodshop or metal projects, a job shadow, plant
experiment, and many other projects. Students will start
planning during the month of September and will work on
their project throughout the year.

