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M r . M elen dez's Let t er
January 25, 2021
Dear families, students, and community,
For this month, it almost feels that there is not enough to share as we are still under restrictions for COVID-19.I will
share with you about how we have managed COVID-19; a huge reason for us remaining open for an in-person
schedule.I will also be sharing about the current situation with sports and what that looks like for our students that
wish to participate in sports.
COVID-19:First off, I will state that we are the only school district in the entire state of Washington that can truly say
that we have been teaching and learning in a full-on in-person schedule.Ladies and gentlemen, students, this is a
major accomplishment!Please celebrate that as a family and as a community.So how did we manage this incredible
feat?Simply put, it has been an effort from all of us; teachers, students and community.To this end, I wish to
unequivocally express my gratitude in the following manner.To our School Board; thank you for your vision and
leadership toward serving our community selflessly and for making resources available for us to stay open.To each
and every employee in our district; I am so grateful for your undeniable will, for your ?can do? attitude and for
following my repeated requests for health and safety!Honestly, without our district personnel taking this so very
seriously, we might not have been as successful as we have been.To our families, students and community; I wish to
state that I am so thankful for your assistance and for your support at all levels with the health and safety around
COVID-19 protocols for our facilities.Please know that I truly believe that we have been successful due in part
because you have sent us your children to school with a clear understanding and that is, to practice safety and
health without complaining.I am so very proud of our students and I hope that in some way, as a community and as
a family, you not only maintain the level of support but also congratulate our kids for being so caring and for helping
us keep everyone safe.
Sports:What we currently know about sports is that at times we feel like things are about to happen then they
don?t.Please know that the start for sports keeps moving for later in the year.I am so sorry that our student-athletes
have not yet had the opportunity to simply play the sports that they enjoy playing.Thus far, there are plans for some
sports to start at some point in the near future (it will largely depend on what happens with COVID in our region).If
sports are allowed to start, the offering will be; Cross Country, Volleyball, Football, and Boys and Girls Soccer.I will
keep my fingers crossed.
Lastly, I will share and close with the following.We have decided to open our campus and allow students in grades
7th -12th to go off campus for lunch if they so desire.Please know that this has been a practice in years past, but when
we started the school year, we could not have an open campus.At this point in time, we are comfortable allowing
the students to choose to eat off campus if they wish.My understanding is that there is a group of students that do
go off campus to eat regularly.Parents, and legal guardians, if you do not wish to allow your student to go off
campus, please let us know right away. I only ask that you communicate by calling our school office.Upon receiving
your request to not allow your student off campus, we will honor your requests.I also wish to share that I as a
Superintendent have personally talked to all student in 7th -12th grades and communicated my expectations to them
for off campus. A) All health and safety protocols for COVID remain in place; no exceptions.B) When off campus our
students represent themselves as our students at all times and their behavior and conduct in the community will
continue to allow them access to off campus, or not.C) Off campus access is a privilege and not a right; I
communicated this very clearly with our students.Personally, I am very excited for them!
With a lot of gratitude,
Jose-de-Jesus Melendez, K-12 Superintendent

Students Of the Month
Q1. What's your favorite subject in class?
A2. Mat h, because I like mult iplicat ion.
Q2. Do you have a favorite video game?
A2. Sea of Thieves
Q3. What are you looking forward to when
you get to the Middle school?
A3. Being in Mr. Huebner's Class. I may not
be here next year t hough.
Q4. What's your favorite home cooked meal?

M ar cial

A4. Tamales, my mom makes t hem best .
Q5. Who's your favorite football player?
A5. Baker Mayfield. He's bet t er t han Aaron
Rogers

Marcial was nominated by Linda because
he is always helping her, is very polite,
and one of the nicest boys you'll meet.

Q1. How do you feel about being called Jory?
A1. Somet imes it get s annoying but it s all Max's fault for
making a t ypo.
Q2. How many licks does it take to get to the center of a
tootsie pop?
A2. W it h my calculat ions I t hink it would t ake 364 licks, one
lick a day.
Q3. What cartoon character do you relate to the most?
A3. I t hink t hat would have t o be t he owl from Toot sie Pop
commercial.
Q4. What's your favorite flavor of Poptart?
A4. W it h t he t rend it would have t o be Toot sie Pop because
me and my friend t he owl have a fun t ime hanging out .
Q5. Do you like Valentines Day?
A5. Depends if my Valent ine get s me a Toot sie Pop.

Joey

Staff Of the Month
Q1. Do you eat ranch with your pizza?
A1. Are t here people who don't ?
Q2. What's your favorite DECA roleplay event, and why?
A2. Sport s and ent ert ainment market ing. That is what I
compet ed in when I was in high school.
Q3. What's your favorite musical?
A3. Hamilt on, a close second would be Great est Showman
Q4. What would you do for a Klondike bar?
A4. Give you a dollar. Ice cream sandwiches? Well, t hat 's a
different st ory.
Q5. How do you feel about having a puppy and a baby at the
same time?
A5. It 's awesome! I got a whole 2 hrs of sleep last night .
Really t hough, it has been so great and I wouldn't t rade it for
anyt hing in t he world. Not even an ice cream sandwich.

DECA Update
Big News in DECA last month, the DECA members have
taken their test and role plays for area. Before the test
and role plays the members were nervous, but excited.
Afterwards, they all felt pretty confident.
Congratulations to Mason and Ramon on making it to
state in there events. Ramon placed 1st in Accounting
Applications and Mason placed 3rd in Automotive
Services Marketing. If you haven't made an order for
Killian Korn yet, talk to a member today. The last day to
order is February 4th.

Art Club Update

Art Club is currently working on a design for our T-shirts. When we
are finished we will offer students and staff an opportunity to
purchase shirts/hoodies to help support the club. We are also
working on decorations for Valentine's Day. You should see some of
the decorations go up starting next week. Students will also be
working on individual art pieces

100 Mile Club
Elementary will be continuing the 100 Mile club again. At this time so
many are either past the 25 mile or really close. My hope is that all
kids will make it to 100 miles by the end of the year. We are also
getting information on Jump Rope for Heart. More information will
be coming out.

Written by Brandon Davis

Meme Cent r al

If you have any school
appropriate
memes/comics you
would like to see in the
newsletter talk to one of
the Sophomores!!!

Gr ou n dh og Day
On February 2, 1887, Groundhog Day, featuring a rodent meteorologist,
is celebrated for the first time at Gobbler ?s Knob in Punxsutawney,
Pennsylvania. According to tradition, if a groundhog comes out of its hole
on this day and sees its shadow, it gets scared and runs back into its
burrow, predicting six more weeks of winter weather. No shadow means
an early spring.
Groundhog Day has its roots in the ancient Christian tradition of
Candlemas, when clergy would bless and distribute candles needed for
winter. The candles represented how long and cold the winter would be.
Germans expanded on this concept by selecting an animal?the
hedgehog?as a means of predicting weather. Once they came to
America, German settlers in Pennsylvania continued the tradition,
although they switched from hedgehogs to groundhogs, which were
plentiful in the Keystone State.
Groundhogs, also called woodchucks and whose scientific name is
Marmota monax, typically weigh 12 to 15 pounds and live six to eight
years. They eat vegetables and fruits, whistle when they?re frightened or
looking for a mate (they?re sometimes called whistle pigs) and can climb
trees and swim.
They go into hibernation in the late fall. During this time, their body
temperatures drop significantly, their heartbeats slow from 80 to five
beats per minute and they can lose 30 percent of their body fat. In
February, male groundhogs emerge from their burrows to look for a
mate (not to predict the weather) before going underground again. They
come out of hibernation for good in March.

Ch in ese New Year
This year, on Friday, February 12th, the Chinese New Year
begins. This year is the year of the Ox. Ox are diligent and
dependable. They are stubborn and bad at communicating.
Chinese New Year is the most important holiday in China. Red
Packets are red envelopes filled with money given to peoples
children, their grandparents, or even to unmarried friends as a
blessing of good luck. The Chinese New Year celebration ends
with the Lantern Festival. During the festival, everybodyyoung, old, woman, or man, go outside. It symbolizes true
freedom, and is considered by some as the true Chinese
Valentines Day due to the wild and romantic stories.

Pr esiden t 's Day
President's Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the third
Monday of February. This year, President's Day is celebrated
on February 15th. Originally established in 1885 in
recognition of George Washington, it has since become a day
to honor all presidents, past or present. The process of it
going from George Washington's Birthday to President's day
is pretty interesting. The Uniform Monday Holiday Act,
initially proposed by Senator Robert McClory of Illinois,
sought to change the specific dates of federal holidays to a
set of predetermined Monday's to increase the amount of
three day weekends for workers.

Valen t in es Day
Every year, on February 14th, we celebrate Valentines Day. Named
after Saint Valentine or Saint Valentinus, we're not quite sure who
the holiday was named after. Some say that Valentine was a priest
in Rome during the 3rd century. When Emperor Claudius outlawed
marriage, Valentine secretly performed marriages for lovers.
When Claudius found out, Valentine was put to death. Others
argue that Valentine was killed trying to help Christians escape
from from Roman prisons. According to one legend, while
Valentine was imprisoned, he fell in love with his jailer's daughter,
who visited him during his confinement. Before his death, he wrote
a letter signed, "From your Valentine." Although no one truly
knows the truth behind Saint Valentine, all the stories seem to
agree that he was a sympathetic, heroic, and romantic character.

M illion Hear t Ch eesecake
Crust:

-

1 1/2 cups finely crushed chocolate wafer
cookies (about 28 cookies)
5 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted

-

1/3 cup granulated sugar
Pinch of kosher salt

-

Raspberry Coulis:
1 pint raspberries

Filling:
Two 8-ounce packages cream cheese, at room
temperature
3/4 cup confectioners' sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Pinch of kosher salt
1 1/4 cups heavy cream

-

For the crust: Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.
Mix the cookie crumbs, butter, granulated sugar and salt
in a bowl. Press into the bottom and 1 inch up the sides
of a 9-inch springform pan. Put the pan on a baking
sheet and bake until set, about 10 minutes. Let cool
completely.
For the raspberry coulis: Puree the raspberries in a food
processor or blender until smooth. Strain through a
fine-mesh strainer to remove any seeds. Transfer to an
eyedropper or small squeeze bottle.
For the filling: Combine the cream cheese,
confectioners' sugar, vanilla and salt in a medium bowl
and beat with an electric mixer on medium until smooth,
about 5 minutes. Beat the heavy cream to medium
peaks in a separate bowl. Fold the cream cheese mixture
into the whipped cream until just combined, being
careful not to deflate the whipped cream.
Pour the batter into the crust. Tap the pan on the
counter gently a couple of times to release any air
bubbles. Squeeze chickpea-size dots of the raspberry
coulis 1/4 inch apart on the top of the cheesecake in a
spiral pattern. Starting with the outermost raspberry
dot, drag a toothpick or skewer through the centers of
the dots to create hearts, making sure to follow the
spiral pattern. Chill the cheesecake in the refrigerator
uncovered until set to the touch, about 2 hours.

Sports Update
Recently Gov. Inslee announced a new set of
guidelines and metrics for the state of Washington.
He has now grouped counties into eight regions with
each region beginning in Phase 1 on January 11,
2021. Under these new guidelines, the WIAA has
identified the fall sports as Season 1 which will begin
Feb. 1, 2021. In Phase 1, the fall sports may be
practiced, with competition allowed in Phase 2, if and
when the metrics for moving to Phase 2 have been
met. For the students in Kahlotus, the fall sports
offered are football, volleyball, and cross country.
Seasons 2 and 3 have yet to be discussed. As with
most things relating to the pandemic, this
information can quickly change. Please visit the
WIAA website (www.wiaa.com) and the website for
the Washington State's Governor 's Office
(governor.wa.gov) for updated .

K-1 Updat e
Last month we have been working hard
in our Social Studies workbooks. We have
also been learning about Martin Luther
King, Jr. and the importance of
celebrating him for the holiday.
We put our art and listening skills to the
test by participating in a step-by-step
drawing of MLK!

2-3 Updat e
Our Flat Stanley's have arrived home!
They had a great time on their Christmas
vacation adventures. Some of the places
Flat Stanley visited are The Golden Gate
Bridge in California, an award winning
doughnut shop in Utah, Atlantic City in
New Jersey, the snowy mountains of
Alaska, Silverwood Theme Park in Idaho.
He learned the hard way not to touch a
cactus in Texas, and he took a plane ride
from Nebraska to Washington.
In Math the 2nd graders are working
on regrouping and the 3rd graders are
working on beginning multiplication.
Both grades have been reading and
finding facts in informational texts and
have also been practicing their paragraph
writing skills.

4-6 Updat e
This month in math 4th grade is dividing
multi-digit numbers, 5th grade is working
on multiplying and dividing decimals, and
6th grade is learning to write and solve
expressions. In writing we are working on
an expository piece. In Social Studies we
have been learning about the
Revolutionary war. We will be doing a few
Valentines pieces and celebrating
Valentines Day as well as learning more
about Presidents Day.

